January 2023 Back Country Horsemen of America
Northwest Arkansas

Back Country Horsemen of Northwest Arkansas (BCHNWA) recently set up
Regional Leaders to schedule work days and made many accomplishments.

Regional Leaders for Hobbs State Park are Debbie Ludolph and Marla Walker

and Jacci Perry-Ryan assisted the “Friends of Hobbs” organization in trail
maintenance in order for Hobbs to host a bicycle race. They received a thank
you letter from Hobbs, stating the trails had never looked so good.

Regional Leaders for Devils Den State Park, Jim Center and Billy Jones

alongside state chainsaw coordinator Lonnie O’Bryant used the new chainsaw
equipment to remove dead trees that were blocking hiking trails at Devil’s Den
State Park. Many chapter members helped in tree removal and clearing on the
yellow trail with the new equipment and PPE purchased with grant funding
obtained by BCHNWA. We are Trail Stewards of all trails.

Founding President, Lonnie O'Bryant has recently become the Arkansas State
Chainsaw Coordinator helping all Arkansas Back Country Horsemen chapters
get chainsaw certified. A goal long awaited for!

Back Country Horsemen is thrilled to have the first equestrian represented
sawyers in the State! We will have our second round of Sawyer certifications

coming in the spring of 2023.

“We are ready to get to do
more work, We love to clip and
ride" said BCHNWA President
Jim Center.

Jim Center and Mark Varner



On National Trails Day, State Representative Jacci Perry Ryan led a trail
maintenance work day with our Buffalo River affiliate chapter with several
members from Northwest Arkansas chapter in attendance clearing a 13 mile
stretch of trail from the Center point trail to Sneeds creek. Seven oversized logs
were hand sawed and removed from the trail, allowing equestrians

and hikers to continue on the trial. Such work could not be accomplished
without the use of cross cut saws and sweat equity provided by Billy & Jenny
Jones, Jim Center, Henry and Mary Crouch, Rhonda Kelly Duncan and Shannon
Hodges. Buffalo River workers were Jeff and Donna Blake, Evelyn Mills, Ted
Spears and Elaine Appel. A couple of hikers from out of state were enthusiastic
and even helped us a little! Shannon helped a hiker that was dehydrated by
carrying a heavy backpack. She took his backpack for him and gave him some
water. He was close to the Centerpointe Trailhead and horse camp, but it was an
uphill climb.

BCHNWA held their first Christmas party and silent auction at Perry's Pass'n
Through in December 2022. Owners Jacci Perry Ryan and Max Ryan hosted the
event where affiliate members from the Buffalo River Chapter attended the
beautiful Christmas celebration where a white elephant gift exchange took
place, along with great food and good times. Max Ryan read his original
cowboy poetry that can be found on our Back Country Horsemen of Northwest
Arkansas You Tube Chanel. ( Link below )

During the Silent Auction held this day, BCHNWA raised about $700 that will be
used to purchase trail equipment
and supplies for the Chapter.
Additional Iltems were offered up
for bid on the BCHNWA Facebook
page raising additional funds.

Wedington Wildlife Management
area leaders, Mark Varner and
Rhonda Kelly-Duncan held the
first regional ride of 2023 on New
Years day, with twelve riders in
attendance for most of the day.
The team worked on removing
pink ribbons, trash and debris
from the west side of Martin
Pedro Road. An additional
evaluation ride followed the work ride to plan the next area to be focused on.

Marla Walker helps clean up at Wedington
Wildlife Management area



Susan Andrews, Cecelia Wiser,
Rhonda Kelly-Duncan represent at
Arkansas Trails Council & 33 annual

Beth Hamilton and Sherri Simms

Rhonda Kelly-Duncan attended the Arkansas Trails
Council States last three meetings, giving NWA
equestrians a voice and learning what's going on at
the state level regarding our trails. Susan Andrews
and Cecelia Wiser joined the first meeting for 2023,
where Rhonda gave a report during the Arkansas
Trails Council meeting to the attendees from the five
regions of Arkansas, including Mena, Arkansas
Mayor Seth Smith. Rhonda updated the council on
the good work that the four Back Country
Horsemen Chapters here in our neck of the woods
have been accomplishing. The States Trails Council
was very impressed with the level of the work that
has been done for Arkansas by Back Country
Horsemen, and even gave accolades to the fine
representation BCHA is for all equestrians.

Information Officer Rhonda Kelly-Duncan, State
Representative Alternate, Cecelia

Wiser and founding member Susan
Andrews also attended the 33rd annual Pea
Ridge Mule Jump representing BCHNWA
during the event.

BCHNWA has several regional work days
scheduled for 2023.

Members work days scheduled are as
follows,
2-04-23 Wedington Clip & Ride -10 A.M.
2-11-23 Pea Ridge Clip & Ride - 10 A.M.
2-19-23 Hobbs Clip & Ride -10 A.M.
3-04-23 Wedington Clip & Ride-10 A.M.
3-26-23 Warhorse Legacy Foundation
work day ( No Horses members only ) bring
gloves
*All work days are subject to cancellation
with weather please check events board .

Please reach regional leaders if you have further questions.
Devils Den- Jim Center & Billy Jones

Hobbs- Marla Walker & Debbie Townsend

Pea Ridge- Kathy & Roy Hensen



Wedington- Mark Varner & Rhonda Kelly Duncan
Warhorse Legacy foundation- Jacci Perry-Ryan & Rhonda Kelly-Duncan
State Chainsaw Coordinator - Lonnie O’bryant

BCHNWA hopes to expand their regions and continue making unprecedented
progress here in Northwest Arkansas with continued work with Arkansas public
land managers & public land agencies. We are more than just a local riding
organization, we are trail stewards for our public lands here in Arkansas, and we
are honored to be a part of BCHA’'s 50 year old organization located right here
in Northwest Arkansas!

We would love to have you join our trail stewards teams in 2023 us as BCHNWA
members.

Membership information can be found on the links below,.

http://www.bchnwa.net/ http://arkansasbch.org.

https://www.youtube.com/results?
search query=Back+country+horsemen+of+northwest+arkansas+



https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Back+country+horsemen+of+northwest+arkansas+
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Back+country+horsemen+of+northwest+arkansas+

